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The British chancellor, Gordon
Brown, last month set out
spending plans that, if carried out,
would lead to the largest
sustained increase in science
spending for a generation, but
many researchers are concerned
that such is the pressure on funds,
there would be very little money
left over for new research.
Brown’s ten-year investment
framework for science pledged
that research and development
funding in the UK would rise from
1.9 per cent of gross domestic
product to 2.5 per cent by 2014.
This would push the UK to the top
of the current European spending
league and bring its science
budget by proportion much closer
to the US. During the spending
review period 2004–2005 to
2007–2008, science spending in
the Department of Trade and
Industry and the Department for
Education and Skills will increase
at an average rate of 5.8 per cent
per year. In 2007-2008, research
funding will reach £1.7 billion in the
DFES and £3.3 billion in the DTI.
The injection of funds is being
used mainly to put the academic
community on a firmer footing for
the future — investing in long-term
needs such as facilities, buildings
and the future supply of
researchers.
The research councils and the
Royal Society were nevertheless
urging caution. But a clear tranche
of new funding for science projects
is the £70 million allocated to Keith
O’Nions, the director general of the
research councils, for ‘emerging
priorities’ and to ‘underpin the
health of disciplines’. No one is
sure what the money will be spent
on but the report gives six
examples of priority areas:
sustainable earth systems,
systems biology, sustainable
energy, cognitive systems, cyber
trust and crime prevention, and
identities and cultures.
Peter Cotgreave, Director of the
pressure group Save British
Science, welcomed the
chancellor’s statement. “A steady
real-terms increase of 5.8 per cent
a year in funding for the science
base is good news,” he said.
But one plan in the spending
review has set some alarm bells
ringing in several universities.
They will in future be required to
give the government a year’s
notice before closing struggling
departments. Alan Johnson,
minister for higher education
said: “It’s a ten-year science
strategy and we have to protect
and nurture our science base. We
don’t want to be interventionist,
but we do want time to react to
developments.”
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Britain is planning to increase spending on science over the next ten
years with the prediction that it might be second only to the United
States in terms of the proportion of GDP allocated to science. Nigel
Williams reports.
Cashing in: The British chancellor, Gordon Brown, has pledged to double the country’s
science budget over the next ten years, which would bring it to one of the top spenders
in Europe and probably second only to the US in term of GDP allocated to science.
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